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9. The absolute construction is not much to be recom-
mended, having generally an alien air in English; but it is
sometimes useful. It must be observed, first, that the case used
should now invariably be the subjective, though it was other-
wise in old English, Secondly, it is very seldom advisable to
make an absolute construction and insert a pronoun for the
purpose when the participle might simply be attached in ordinary
agreement to a r oun already to hand. Thirdly, it is very bad
to use the construction, but omit to give the participle a noun
or pronoun to itself. These three transgressions will be illus-
trated, in the same order, by the next three examples. But
many of the wrong sentences in 5 above may be regarded as ab-
solute constructions with the subject omitted.
I, with whom that Impulse was the most intractable, the most
capricious, the most maddening of masters (him before me always
excepted) . . .—c. bronte.
* Special' is a much overworked word, it being loosely used to mean
great in degree, also peculiar in kind.—R. G. white.
This is said now because, having been said before, I have been judged
as if I had made the pretensions which were then and which are now
again disclaimed.—R. G. white.
THE GERUND
There are three questions to be considered: whether a
writer ought to let us know that he is using a gerund and not a
participle; when a gerund may be used without its subject's
being expressed; when a gerund with preposition is to be pre-
ferred to the infinitive.
i. Is the gerund to be made recognizable ? And, in the cir-
cumstances that make it possible, that is, when its subject is
expressed, is this to be done sometimes, or always?
It is done by putting what we call for shortness' sake the
subject of the gerund (i.e., the word me or my in me doing or
my doing) in the possessive instead of in the objective or sub-
jective case.
Take the typical sentence: I dislike my best friend('s)
violating my privacy. It cannot be a true account of the matter

